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From Joel Madson in Ethiopia:
“On Saturday morning we were up early for the Shashamene 
graduation.  What  a  special  treat  for  our  team!  Fifty-five 
students  graduated,  in  a  ceremony filled with  testimonies, 
worship awards and diplomas.”

From Joel Madson in Ethiopia:
“One of the students shared how much the training meant to 
him. He outlined three of the courses that impacted his life 
and then closed with a song that he wrote. He sang about 
taking the gospel to the world and lifting up the name of 
Jesus. It was incredibly special!”

Snapshots From The Field
From a celebratory group of students graduating in Ethiopia, to an Indian pastor’s wife with a renewed vision, to weary 
leaders serving in a nation hostile to the gospel, I wanted to share a few recent highlights of God’s continued faithfulness 
and work among the nations through GTN’s ministry. Enjoy!
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From Patricia Niednagel’s trainees in India:
“Praise God  that now I am  trained enough  to  train others, 
and  understand  that  I  must  first  prepare  myself  through 
prayer and God’s Word. No one had ever shown me how to 
study the Word. All of us just read it, but now we have clear 
insights into how to see what God is saying and teaching in 
a passage.” –Jasmine

“I am the pastor’s wife in a large church but I didn’t know 
how to train the women to be disciple-makers, because I 
didn’t understand. My goal is to train up many as a Timothy, 
and I will see that the disciple-making never stops.” –Latha

From Bill Wright in Rwanda:
“Last month, I was with a group of Rwandan pastors, who 
had completed  the first course of Bible  Interpretation, and 
the beginning of Expository Preaching. I had preached in 
one of their churches that morning and then met with the 
entire class for encouragement and  to receive feedback on 
their initial experience. One after another, men stood to their 
feet and expressed heartfelt thanks to God for this training. 
One pastor stood and made the following statement: ‘Now I 
can preach what I know, not what I think.’”

From Joel Madson:
“This year, we are taking forty solar-powered audio Bibles, in 
the Ethiopian languages of Amharic and Oromo, as resources 
for the leaders in each city. These durable, MP3-type audio 
players are powerful tools for reaching non-readers with 
the gospel and are especially effective in oral cultures like 
Ethiopia. They  also  have  the  capability  for  uploading  our 
training sessions.”

From Jim Baugh in Asia:
“My time training pastors and Christian leaders was 
wonderfully blessed by the Lord. My subject was the doctrine 
of Christ and Salvation, and all expressed the blessing and 
encouragement the training provided. They all received the 
teaching material in their language, and now have opportunity 
to take it to their people and teach them as well. Please 
pray for these pastors to have courage, continuing to teach 
the Word faithfully and reaching their community for 
Christ. There are 125 people groups in this country who are 
still unreached with the gospel.”



The Things of Earth: Treasuring 
God by Enjoying His Gifts

By Joe Rigney

From the book description: “The world is full of good things. Ice-cold lemonade. 
The laughter of children. College football. Scrambled eggs and crispy bacon. But 
what happens to these earthly pleasures when Jesus shows up? Do the things of 
earth grow strangely dim? Or does he shine in all that’s fair?

“In this book, Joe Rigney offers a breath of fresh air to Christians who are burdened 
by false standards, impossible expectations, and misguided notions of holiness. 
Steering a middle course between idolatry on the one hand and ingratitude on 
the other, this much-needed book reminds us that every good gift comes from the 
Father’s hand, that God’s blessings should drive us to worship and generosity, 
and that a passion for God’s glory is as wide as the world.”

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate 
your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. 
For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on 
the just and on the unjust. For if you love those who love you, what reward 
do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? And if you greet 
only your brothers, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the 
Gentiles do the same?” (Matthew 5:43-47 – ESV)

“You get to decide whether you’re going to spend your one life trying to 
make an impression and look good —or make a difference and do good.” 
(Ann Voskamp)
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President’s Address
Scripture teaches that we all play a part in God’s global Kingdom efforts. We don’t all play the same part – but 
each one of us are used by God for His purpose and His glory. 

The Apostle Paul said it this way…

“I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, 
but only God who gives the growth. He who plants and he who waters are one, and each will receive his wages 
according to his labor. For we are God's fellow workers. You are God's field, God's building.” (1 Corinthians 3:6-9  
ESV)

Over 240,000 indigenous pastors and leaders have been trained in 74 countries since our inception. We could 
not have done this without partners like you – who have faithfully prayed, given and sacrificed to help make this 
global vision a reality. 

Scripture also teaches that the ones that support those who serve on the front lines will share in the reward. 

Please know that your faithful prayers and financial partnership are making a global difference – and your part is 
not insignificant! We all have a part to play in God’s Kingdom work – some serve on the front lines, some serve 
back at base camp providing the much needed and necessary support. Both are used by God – helping to fulfill 
His purpose, for His glory. 

Thank you!

By God’s Grace and for His Glory,

Paul R. Madson
Founder and President


