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“If you are having a hard time being content, make a list of ev-
erything you have that you don’t deserve, and then make a list of 
everything you deserve that you don’t have.” (Erik Raymond)

“We cannot be content in the present when we are nursing bit-
terness about the past. We are basically saying God failed us.” 
(Erik Raymond)

“Malign no one” (NASB); “Speak evil of no one” (NKJV); “Slander 
no one” (NIV) (Titus 3:2)

“Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him.” (Job 13:15)

“God gave you a gift of 86,400 seconds today. Have you used 
one to say, ‘Thank you?’”  (William Ward)

“Religion makes us proud of what we have done. The Gospel 
makes us proud of what Jesus has done.” (Tim Keller)

“We draw people to Christ not by loudly discrediting what they 
believe, by telling them how wrong they are and how right we 
are, but by showing them a light that is so lovely that they want 
with all their hearts to know the source of it.” 
(Madeleine L’Engle)



“As a pastor I’m increasingly persuaded that the one thing that 
will motivate and energize people to forsake sin and idolatry is 
having their hearts captivated by the beauty and majesty of Je-
sus. Angry warnings, more rules, and threats of divine judgment 
do little to stir our hearts to walk in conformity with the Word 
of God. Psalm 16:11 has long been my life’s verse: ‘You make 
known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of 
joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.’ I’m increasingly 
convinced that it holds the key to walking faithfully with Jesus.” 
(Sam Storms)

“Something our doctors will inevitably say to us, something Jesus 
will never say: “I’m sorry, but there’s nothing more I can do for 
you.” (Ray Ortlund)

“Research has found, for example, that people with more 
self-control live longer, are happier, get better grades, are less 
depressed, are more physically active, have lower resting heart 
rates, have less alcohol abuse, have more stable emotions, are 
more helpful to others, get better jobs, earn more money, have 
better marriages, are more faithful in marriage, and sleep better at 
night.”  (Bradley Wright with David Carreon – Christianity Today)

“Has this world been so kind to you that you should leave it with 
regret? There are better things ahead than any we leave behind.” 
(C.S. Lewis)

“If you’re still counting how many times you’ve forgiven someone, 
you’re not forgiving them, you’re postponing revenge.” 
(N.T. Wright)

“The human soul is an infinite abyss that can be filled only with 
an infinite and immutable object; in other words by God himself.” 
(Blaise Pascal)



James 2:13 says, “For judgment is without mercy to one who has 
shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.” That means my 
mercy toward you will be a triumphant influence at the judgment 
day, which is what Jesus said in Matthew 5:7, “Blessed are the 
merciful, for they shall receive mercy.” If you’re a merciless per-
son, you meet a merciless God.” (John Piper)

“Zeal is like fire; in the chimney it is one of the best servants; but 
out of the chimney it is one of the worst masters.” 
(Thomas Brooks)

“Joy is a perspective, and it is not at the mercy of circumstances.” 
(Dr. Hud McWilliams)

“If people threw away their money as thoughtlessly as they throw 
away their time, we would think them insane.” (Donald Whitney)

“The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord 
of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands; 
nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, 
since He Himself gives to all people life and breath and all things; 
and He made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all 
the face of the earth, having determined their appointed times and 
the boundaries of their habitation.” (Acts 17:24-26 NASB)

“You and I are not responsible for changing the people God calls 
us to love and minister to.” (Paul Tripp)

“Love is giving another person what they need the most, when 
they deserve it the least, at great personal cost!” (Chip Ingram)

“God wants a child’s heart and a grownup’s head.” (C. S. Lewis)

“Worry is not believing God will get it right, and bitterness is believ-
ing God got it wrong.” (Tim Keller)



“A good character is the best tombstone. Those who loved you 
and were helped by you will remember you when forget-me-
nots have withered. Carve your name on hearts, not on marble.” 
(Charles H. Spurgeon)

“When anything in life is an absolute requirement for your happi-
ness and self-worth, it is essentially an ‘idol,’ something you are 
actually worshiping. When such a thing is threatened, your anger 
is absolute. Your anger is actually the way the idol keeps you in 
its service, in its chains. 

“Therefore if you find that, despite all the efforts to forgive, your 
anger and bitterness cannot subside, you may need to look 
deeper and ask, ‘What am I defending? What is so important that 
I cannot live without?’ It may be that, until some inordinate desire 
is identified and confronted, you will not be able to master your 
anger.” (Tim Keller)

“He who does not serve God where he is would not serve God 
anywhere else.” (Charles H. Spurgeon)

“Even to your old age and gray hairs I am he, I am he who will 
sustain you. I have made you and I will carry you; I will sustain 
you and I will rescue you.” (Isaiah 46:4 NIV)

“The will of God will never lead you where the grace of God can’t 
keep you and the power of God can’t use you.” 
(Warren Wiersbe)

“The gospel pulls us into community. One of the immediate 
changes that the gospel makes is grammatical: we instead of I; 
our instead of my; us instead of me.” (Eugene Peterson)
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