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The Wonder of the Incarnation
This month we celebrate the incredible reality of the incarnation 
– Christ coming down to be with us. One of His many names is 
Emmanuel – literally, “God with us.” His provision for salvation 
was up close and personal, sending his Son to enter into our 
world. As a ministry, we have sought to base our philosophy 
of training on “the power of presence.” We believe in-person, 
relational, dynamic training is most effective for accomplishing 
this work successfully.

Staff member Dr. Bob Edmondson recently shared a moving 
story about Rebekah, a Nepali Christian leader who went 
through a training in the village of Ilam last month. Bob writes 
about her appreciation for the willingness of GTN trainers to 
travel all the way to her remote community:

“A young woman named Rebekah stood to speak. Rebekah 
has a challenging life. She serves in the ministry of her church 
and cares for her two small children alone. Her husband works 
in Dubai. As Rebekah began to speak, tears began to flow 
eloquently down her cheeks. Overwhelmed with the blessing 
of receiving biblical and theological training, she wept and her 
words poured forth in a torrent. The translator struggled to keep 
up. (continued)
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Above: Rebekah is pictured in the middle wearing a 
blue sari. Below: A Nepali woman takes notes during 
a training. Photos by Tyler Hanns



“As we listened, one sentence kept repeating like the refrain of a 
grateful song: ‘Three times you have come to us from the other side 
of the world!’ She was grateful for the content of the training, but she 
was far more grateful (almost beyond words) for the love represented 
by people willing to come a great distance to offer that training. ‘Three 
times you have come to us!!!’

“Rebekah’s gratitude is felt by God. It also should be felt by all who 
participate in the ministry of training leaders like Rebekah throughout 
the majority world. This includes all our ministry partners. 

“She spoke to us directly when, through her tears, she said, ‘three times 
you have come…’ But she also spoke indirectly to all who take part in 
this ministry by giving and praying. Your love is represented by your 
actions and it is being felt in Ilam, Nepal. Rebekah is not alone in this 
sentiment.

“Whether it is in Ilam, or Sindhupalchok, or Kigali, or Chikudzulire, 
or San Carlos, or Pamplona, the story is the same. Our students are 
ready to use the information we bring to reap a harvest of souls, to plant 
churches, and to move the cause of Christ forward in their towns and 
villages. They are grateful for the tools. But, like Rebekah, they are 
overwhelmingly grateful that ‘you have come to us!’”

A little over a month ago, I was ministering in the city of Harare, 
Zimbabwe with GTN. While there, I had the privilege of meeting with 
Dr. Farai Katsande and his wife, Chipo. Dr. Farai is the Executive 
Director of CRU for all of Southern and Eastern Africa (he oversees 24 
countries). 

As we ate dinner together one evening, I asked Dr. Katsande, “What 
ministry focus do you feel most passionate about, as you reflect on the 
past 30 years of ministry and look ahead to the future?” His immediate 
answer: “That’s easy: Training pastors and leaders!” 

Update from the President: Interview with Dr. Katsande

Above: Staff member Tessa Gillespie 
teaches in Ilam, Nepal. 
Below: Staff member Eileen 
Edmondson teaches beside her 
husband, Dr. Bob Edmondson. 
Photos by Tyler Hanns

Dr. Katsande explained that if the church is to have the greatest long-term impact for generations to come, then we 
need to equip pastors with quality biblical training. He said many pastors in Africa preach the prosperity gospel 
and will mix animism with biblical teaching – and the people in their congregations are confused and therefore 
are not growing into strong disciples of Jesus Christ. 

Because of your partnership in prayer and giving, GTN is able to go to the frontlines of the neediest places 
in the world. Our staff are able to bring biblical clarity to situations like the one Dr. Katsande described above. 
(continued on back)



God’s Wisdom for Navigating Life
By Timothy Keller

From the book description: “Proverbs is God’s book of wisdom, teaching 
us the essence and goal of a Christian life. In this 365-day devotional, 
Timothy Keller offers readers a fresh, inspiring lesson for every day of 
the year based on different passages within the Book of Proverbs. With 
his trademark knowledge, Keller unlocks the wisdom within the poetry of 
Proverbs and guides us toward a new understanding of what it means to 
live a moral life. God’s Wisdom for Navigating Life is a book that readers 
will be able to turn to every day, year after year, to cultivate a deeper, 
more fulfilling relationship with God. This makes a perfect companion to 
Keller’s devotional on the Psalms, The Songs of Jesus.”

“Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited 
or to fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly 
supplies us with all things to enjoy. Instruct them to do good, to be rich in 
good works, to be generous and ready to share, storing up for themselves 
the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take 
hold of that which is life indeed.” 

- 1 Timothy 6:17-19 (NASB)

“You may not feel like praying. You may be tired and even bored. But God 
welcomes you just as you are. Spend a few minutes talking with Him. 
God’s presence is not the same as the feeling of God’s presence and He 
may be doing most for us when we think He is doing least.” 

- C.S. Lewis
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Update from the President (continued)

As we approach Christmas in just a few weeks, I wanted to take a moment to express my deep appreciation and 
thanks for your partnership in the gospel through the ministry of GTN. This past year has been unsurpassed in 
both breadth and depth in our training of pastors and leaders globally. We are seeking to do even more in 2018. 
Without partners like yourself to help resource this vision, we would not be able to accomplish all that we have 
since our inception in 2004.

With the end of 2017 coming in only a few weeks, would you pray with us for God’s provision for these needs? 
And if the Lord would lead you, would you consider giving a special gift to help us with one of our two key 
projects for 2018?

Global Initiative Project: This project will grow and expand GTN’s vital ministry efforts to over 15 nations 
where we have standing invitations for training. While opportunities for training have always been abundant 
(and continue to grow), the staff and resources have not been available to meet these additional needs.

GOAL: To raise $300,000 between now and December 31, 2017 to see new people groups, communities and 
nations impacted with the life-giving training of GTN.

Project Equip Nepali Pastors (PENP): Operation World highlights Leadership Training as the most urgent need 
in the Nepali Church. GTN has been invited to provide our 3-year training curriculum to the 90% of all Nepali 
village pastors scattered throughout 70 provinces. This process will take 6-7 years to complete. The total cost to 
see 90% of Nepal’s pastors reached with sound theological and biblical training is $2.75 million.

GOAL: To raise $250,000 between now and December 31, 2017 in order to continue the PENP project with 
strength in multiple locations throughout Nepal.

Thank you!

For God’s Glory and the Advancement of His Kingdom Globally,

Paul R. Madson
Founder and President


