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Bringing Help to Teachers Globally
Pencils, planners, paper and more – back-to-school shopping is in 
full force right now. For students and educators across the nation, the 
month of August signifies the start of a new school year. For Christian 
educators, this means ten months of new opportunities to form minds 
and hearts for the glory of God. 

Alongside GTN’s central investment in the lives of pastors, our staff 
also have the privilege of investing in this very important category of 
leaders - teachers and educators. 

An example of this is GTN staff member, Dr. Stephen Swymer (Ph.D.). 
Dr. Swymer joined GTN’s staff over six years ago after retiring from 
the field of education. 

After a 35-year career in educational leadership, which included top 
honors from the White House and other groups, Dr. Swymer made 
the decision to help meet a need globally for teacher training and 
equipping. 

Since coming on staff with GTN, Dr. Swymer has provided  educational 
training in 27 different nations, including Afghanistan, Iraq and several 
African countries. 

Last month, GTN had the privilege of hosting several training 
conferences for teachers and school administrators in three Zambian 
cities - Ndola, Lusaka and Livingstone. (continued)



While myself and several other GTN staff members were training pastors and their 
wives, Dr. Swymer and two other U.S. school administrators (Larry Green and Steve 
Abrahamson) were training school teachers and administrators.

The doors for educational training throughout the Majority World continue to open 
in ever greater ways, giving GTN an opportunity to influence both public and private 
school educators globally. 

Currently, Swymer makes 6-7 trips per year, with much of his time spent in Iraq. His 
wife, Eileen, also travels and provides training for women on biblical topics, as well 
as practical skills such as sewing and handicrafts. 

Steve and Eileen’s testimonies for Christ shine brightly as they encourage and meet needs among educators around the 
world. The Swymer’s have 6 adult children, 11 grandchildren (soon to be 12) and make their home in suburban Philadelphia.

Introducing Dr. Ronald and Sharlynn Rushing
Ron and Shar have been married since 1981 and have three adult 
children and four grandchildren. They met through a summer mis-
sions trip with Sudan Interior Mission (SIM USA), while Ron 
was in seminary and Shar was a student at Dallas Bible College. 

Ron holds both a Doctorate and Masters in Theology from Dallas Theo-
logical Seminary. Shar is a registered nurse and holds a B.S. in Bible 
from Dallas Bible College.

Since his college days at the University of Arkansas, Ron has been en-
gaged in ministry. He has been a pastor, church planter, church con-
sultant, interim pastor, Vice President and Academic Dean, and done 
pulpit/conference speaking since 1980. 

Ron has been active in academics on a full-time basis for 15 years, and on an adjunct basis for many more. He has taught 
at the masters and bachelors levels in Theology, Bible, Pastoral Studies, and Leadership. His missions experience has in-
cluded trips to 10 nations. Ron is passionate about the discipleship and teaching aspects of fulfilling the Great Commission. 

Shar is gifted in the areas of serving and mercy. She has had many opportunities to teach women and chil-
dren and works on a part-time basis at a local hospital. Ron and Shar have lived in Tucson, Arizona since 2005.
Join us in welcoming the Rushing’s to the GTN family!

Because so much communication happens digitally these days, 
we want to make sure that we have your current email address 
on file. In the coming months we are planning on sending a few 
special “e-updates only” and want to be sure you are not missed.

If you would take a minute and either text or email your current 
email address to us, it would be greatly appreciated. You can 
text it to 623.810.3929 or email it to info@globaltrainingnetwork.
org. Thank you!

Stay Connected!



Not God Enough: 
Why Your Small God Leads to Big Problems

By J.D. Greear

From the book description: “We like God small. We prefer a God who is safe, 
domesticated, who thinks like we think, likes what we like, and whom we can 
manage, predict, and control. A small God is convenient. Practical. Manageable. 

The truth: God is big. Bigger than big. Bigger than all the words we use to say 
big. Only a God of infinite power, wisdom and majesty can answer our deepest 
questions and meet our deepest longings. 

Ironically, many today seem turned off by the concept of an awesome, terrifyingly 
great God. We assume that a God you would need to fear is guilty of some kind 
of fault. For us, thinking of God as so infinitely greater and wiser than we are 
and who would cause us to tremble in his presence is a leftover relic from an 
oppressive, archaic view of religion. 

But what if this small version of God we’ve created is holding us back from the 
greatest experience of our lives--from genuine, confident, world-transforming 
faith? In Not God Enough, J.D. reveals how to discover a God who: 

• is big enough to handle your questions, doubts, and fears 
• is not silent 
• is worthy of worship 
• wants to take you from boring to bold in your faith 
• has a purpose and mission for you on earth 
• is pursuing you right now 

God is not just a slightly better, slightly smarter version of you. God is infinite and 
glorious, and an encounter with Him won’t just change the way you think about 
your faith. It’ll change your entire life.”

“To whom will you compare me? Or who is my equal?’ says the Holy One. Lift up 
your eyes and look to the heavens: Who created all these? He who brings out the 
starry host one by one and calls forth each of them by name. Because of his great 
power and mighty strength, not one of them is missing.” (Isaiah 40:25-26 – NIV)

“Let nothing be said about anyone unless it passes through the three sieves: 
Is it true? Is it kind? Is it necessary?” 

- Amy Carmichael
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Update from the President
“May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine on us— 

so that your ways may be known on earth, 
your salvation among all nations.”

(Psalms 67:1-2 – NIV)

It was the above two verses that God used almost 15 years ago to launch Lisa and I out to begin GTN. Sitting on a rooftop 
one afternoon in the mountains of poverty-ridden South Asia, God held up these verses in my mind’s eye. 

I had been preaching and teaching this concept (“You’ve been blessed to be a blessing to all nations”) since our church’s 
inception. 

On that rooftop, it’s as if God put a mirror up to my face and said those words back to me. “Paul, I’ve blessed you with 25 
years of pastoral ministry experience, education, training, gifts, abilities and resources. Now…use what I’ve given you – for My 
glory – to help meet this massive need of equipping indigenous pastors and leaders throughout the Majority World… and to be 
a blessing to ‘all nations.’”

God has called all of us to use our gifts, abilities and resources (in one form or another) for the sake of others. His blessings 
are meant to not only be enjoyed and used by us, but to go “through” us for the blessing of others (1 Timothy 6:17-19). It is 
then, according to the Apostle Paul in verse 19 of 1 Timothy 6, that we will “take hold of that which is truly life.” 

It is when we begin to use our gifts, abilities, education and resources for the blessing of others that we experience what 
Jesus said in Acts 20:35, “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (ESV). 

Thank you once again for your gracious, generous and faithful partnership with GTN. We could not do what we do around 
the world without your faithful prayers and generous partnership! 

By God’s Grace and for His Glory,

Paul R. Madson
Founder and President
2 Timothy 2:2
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