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The Power of Presence

Phone calls, text messages and emails are convenient ways 
to communicate that make our lives easier. However, none 
of these tools can replace the power and impact of in-
person human communication and interaction. 

We believe this principal has important application in 
the training of pastors and pastor’s wives in the Majority 
World. Our goal is not simply to disperse theological 
information, but to spend time with pastors and leaders, 
building relationships with them, providing invaluable 
encouragement in the midst of sharing biblical truths. 

Many ministry couples throughout the world are serving 
in remote locations where Christians are marginalized 
or oppressed. They feel isolated and are prone to 
discouragement. There is little to no opportunity for them 
to interact with and be encouraged by other believers. This 
reality was again observed during a recent GTN training 
in Russia. Patricia Niednagel was just beginning to train a 
group of women leaders when one spoke up:

“You don’t have to do anything else but be here. We need 
your encouragement, just to know you care. It isn’t easy to 
be a Christian here, and you lift our spirits.” (continued)

Pictured above: Women sit together during a small group session at 
a GTN training in Nepal. Below: Staff member Tessa Gillespie prays 
with women during a training. Photos by Tyler Hanns



This month, I wanted to introduce our newest staff 
couple, Greg and Jean Ishmael. They began ministering 
together as volunteer youth pastors while in college in 
the 1970’s. Now with over 40 years ministry experience 
(30 professionally), Greg and Jean are excited to use 
their experience and passion for the training of pastors 
and leaders through Global Training Network.

Greg served at Overlake Christian Church in Redmond, 
Washington as Pastoral Care and Missions Pastor. He 
then served for 14 years as Lead Pastor at Christ the 
King Church in Snohomish. Together, Greg and Jean 
have led over 30 short term trips to seven different 
countries around the world. 

Introducing Greg and Jean Ishmael

In the local church, their desire has been to encourage believers to develop a biblical worldview and get outside their 
comfort zone by involvement in both local and international missions.

An area of special interest to the Ishmael’s is aging out initiatives. As older orphans and foster children “age out” of 
care, the trends are heartbreaking: trafficking, homelessness, substance abuse, crime and incarceration await many 
who lack adequate support networks. The Church is called to step into that gap. Greg and Jean see the value in train-
ing both domestic and international pastors and other church leaders in becoming lifelong church and community 
support networks. Greg and Jean also have a heart for young ministry families and love to share their experience and 
wisdom in the areas of self-care, ministering to your own family, and preventing burnout.

The greatest joy of Greg and Jean’s life is their family. They have three sons, two daughters-in-law, and five grandchil-
dren. They make their home in Bothell, Washington.

The Power of Presence (continued)

Through your generosity and prayers, our staff not only get to strengthen these pastors with critical biblical and 
theological truths, but they get to embrace these brothers and sisters in Christ, becoming a tangible reminder of 
God’s love for them. Thank you for your Kingdom investment!

A GTN trainee listens intently as Prakash Subba translates for Tessa 
Gillespie during a session in Nepal. Photo by Tyler Hanns

Paul & Lisa Madson, along with fellow staff members Carl Palmer and 
Richard Spencer, join with the group for a photo. Photo by Tyler Hanns



Living Life Backward: 
How Ecclesiastes Teaches Us to Live in Light of the End

By David Gibson

From the book description: “Only by keeping the end in mind can a person truly 
learn how to live in the here and now. Living in light of our death reorients us 
to our limitations as creatures and helps us see God’s good gifts right in front 
of us—enabling us to live wisely, freely, and generously. 

“Drawing on wisdom from the book of Ecclesiastes, David Gibson teaches us 
to embrace this countercultural mind-set and live life backward: to take the 
one thing in the future that is certain—our death—and work backward when 
it comes to our priorities, goals, desires, and decisions. If we do this, we’ll 
learn that only with a proper perspective on death can we find meaning and 
satisfaction in life—and see just how great God is.”

“When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars, which you have set in place,
what is man that you are mindful of him,
the son of man that you care for him?
You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings
and crowned him with glory and honor.”

- Psalms 8:3-5 (NIV84)

“If God’s grace has found us and is clearly at work in us, we do not have to 
fear that sins in our past or sins in our future will disqualify us from enjoy-
ing the benefits of God’s gracious covenant. God has bound himself to us, 
and nothing can come between us. Your genetic predispositions, your sinful 
tendencies, the moral failures of your past, the culture you live in, the path 
you have taken so far in your life—none of these are destined to have the last 
word in your life. God’s grace toward you in Christ has the last, the lasting, 
and the determining word in your life... Grace binds you to Christ so that 
neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to 
come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 
be able to separate you from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord (Ro-
mans 8:38–39).” 

- Nancy Guthrie (from The Promised One)
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President’s Address
Last month, we had the privilege of participating in our Madson Family Reunion up in the Pacific Northwest. All 
four of my mom and dad’s children (Joel, Ramona, Muriel and myself), our spouses, all our children, and all of our 
children’s children were able to come together for four days and three nights. There were 43 of us in total. I was 
once again reminded of how grateful I am for God’s grace in allowing me to be raised by two of the most humble, 
gracious and kind-hearted parents I know. The legacy of Joe and Margaret Madson continues to expand. 

“Grandchildren are the crowning glory of the aged; parents are the pride of their children.” (Proverbs 17:6 –NLT)

Joe and Margaret’s Grandchildren

Our Family

The Entire Madson Clan

Joel, Muriel, Ramona and Myself

Joe and Margaret’s Great-Grandchildren


