
“Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!” At this time of year, the shouts of 
Resurrection Sunday still ring in our ears, and the person of Jesus is fresh in 
our hearts and thoughts. He is the bread of life, the light of the world, the good 
shepherd... to mention only a few of the seven “I Am” statements of Jesus found 
in the book of John. All seven offer us a profound look into the Gospel itself, 
highlighting its richness and depth.  

Only a few short weeks ago GTN staff member, Dr. John Gillespie, returned 
from a training in east Africa where he had the privilege of teaching on the “I 
Am” statements of Jesus. He writes:

“I greet you today from the green hills of southern Rwanda. I am here with my 
dear friend of many years, Dr. Dow Pursley. March 20-24 we were in the urban 
jungle of Port au Prince, Haiti together with GO Project [a partner ministry 
of GTN] pastors again; this time 60 of them! They all not only pastor a church, 
but also oversee an orphanage. These pastors and I are building a close rela-
tionship. They love the Lord and His Word!

“Whether in the paradise of the Rwandan hills, or the heat of urban Haiti, we 
are having the joy of pouring love, training, and encouragement into pastors.” 
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“In Port au Prince I taught the seven “I AM” declarations of Jesus from 
John’s Gospel, and here in Rwanda I am privileged to teach an overview of 
all of John’s Gospel, emphasizing the seven “Sign Miracles” Jesus performs 
in that Gospel. Dr. Pursley is teaching on aspects of marriage and integrity of 
heart and life.

“I know I sound like a broken record, but I rejoice to say again that wherev-
er Jesus Christ is magnified, the hearts of pastors are encouraged, and their 
heads are lifted up. It is so wonderful to actually see pastors being revived be-
fore our very eyes as we open the Bible and explore the wonders of Jesus Christ 
together.  

“There is a wealth in these people and cultures that many of us in the “West” do 
not experience. Haiti ranks 172 out of 197 countries on earth in per capita aver-
age income ($820/year). Rwanda ranks 177 ($700/year). Yet these pastors are 
so rich in the Lord! I cannot help but believe that the Gospel is in good hands 
as these men and women take it forward.

“Training indigenous pastors is the most effective way we in the West can build 
the church in the Majority World. We pour into them, they pour into their 
cultures.”

“Wherever 
Jesus Christ is 
magnified, the 
hearts of pastors 
are encouraged, 
and their heads 
are lifted up.”

- Dr. John Gillespie

Recommended Book

The Insanity of God:
A True Story of Faith Resurrected
By Nik Ripken

The Insanity of God tells a story—a remarkable and unique story to be sure, yet at heart 
a very human story—of the Ripkens’ own spiritual and emotional odyssey. The gripping, 
narrative account of a personal pilgrimage into some of the toughest places on earth, 
combined with sobering and insightful stories of the remarkable people of faith Nik and 
Ruth encountered on their journeys, will serve as a powerful course of revelation, growth, 
and challenge for anyone who wants to know whether God truly is enough.



Introducing Dr. Ed and Maxine Gross
I’m grateful to introduce another new staff couple this month, Dr. Ed 
and Maxine Gross. Ed and Maxine live in South Carolina, where Ed 
was CEO of Vanguard Global Network for 18 years, which equipped 
the world’s pastors to fulfill the Great Commission.  Prior to coming to 
Vanguard, Ed was a church-planting pastor for 22 years in California 
and Pennsylvania.
 
Ed and Maxine attended Capernwray Bible School in England (1970).  
Ed got his B.A. in Bible from Christian Heritage College (1973) and 
M.Div. from Grace Seminary in Indiana (1977).  Later, Ed received 
his D.Min. from Westminster Theological Seminary in Escondido, CA 
(2002). 
 
They have served Christ in several countries in Asia, Africa, Europe, 
North and South America.

Key Scripture

Did you know?
Gifts of stock can be made easily to the ministry of Global Training Network. 
For more information, contact our office at (623) 217-3867, or via email at 
info@globaltrainingnetwork.org. 

“Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect, 
but I press on so that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid 
hold of by Christ Jesus. 

“Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one 
thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what 
lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of 
God in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 3:12-14 – NASB)

They have 6 grown children and 13 grandchildren.  They’re passionate about discipleship and planting disciple-making 
churches, and are excited about the opportunity to serve the Lord with Global Training Network. Join us in welcoming 
them to the GTN family!
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Paul R. Madson
President/Founder 

Quotable Quotes
“The Bible is alive, it speaks to me;
it has feet, it runs after me;
it has hands, it lays hold of me.”

- Martin Luther
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Update from Paul Madson
As God continues to expand the staff and ministry of Global Training Network, 
I want to thank you again for your gracious and generous partnership! Without 
partners like you, our staff of over 100 would not have been able to train over 
230,000 indigenous pastors and leaders in 74 countries throughout the Majority 
World. 

We are as committed as ever to the belief that one of the most effective ways 
to see a nation reached and discipled with the gospel of Jesus Christ – as well 
as transformed throughout every strata of society – is to train the indigenous 
pastors and leaders (who already know the language, culture and customs) so 
that these pastors and leaders can then equip their congregation(s) to evangelize 
and disciple their friends, family and neighbors with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

By God’s Grace and for His Glory,P.S. Would you consider giving a spe-
cial gift as we begin to enter the Sum-
mer months? We are asking God to 
provide $250,000 to help us continue 
our ministry around the world during 
this Summer season. Thank you again 
for your gracious consideration and 
partnership with us in the Gospel!
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