
One of my favorite Christmas Eve experiences over the years 
has been the candle lighting at the Christmas Eve service. 
Watching the small, bright flame of one candle grow to illumi-
nate the darkness of a packed church sanctuary is just magnifi-
cent. 

That image came to mind last month as I joined a team of GTN 
trainers high in the foothills of the Himalayas. We were in Ilam, 
Nepal to launch GTN’s new initiative, Project Equip Nepali 
Pastors. We’re grateful for this highly strategic window of time 
in which to minister in Nepal, as it has the fastest growth rate of 
Christianity (percentage wise) of any nation on earth. 

New churches are being created every day, as greater numbers of 
people come to trust Christ. However, there is a massive training 
shortfall, with mostly bi-vocational pastors in need of instruction 
on multiple areas of doctrine and biblical counsel. 

One evening, after a long day of training, our team walked back 
to our lodging down a very steep hillside. Joel Madson, my 
brother and Vice President of GTN, was walking with me and 
noticed small lights beginning to emerge on the hillsides around  
us through the darkness. (continued)
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The view immediately brought to mind the staggering number of Nepali 
people living in spiritual darkness, who do not know Christ (over 90%).

Nepali pastors are uniquely and sovereignly positioned within their 
nation – possessing relationships, speaking the language, and under-
standing culture – to reach their communities with the good news of 
the Gospel. They only lack one thing – biblical and theological train-
ing. 

Just as one small flame can light up the night if passed along, so too 
can the message of Jesus Christ illuminate the spiritual darkness of this 
nation. Pray with us for the light of Christ to spread quickly and with ef-
fectiveness to all 75 provinces of Nepal through the pastors who receive 
GTN’s training!

Recommended Book

Making Sense of God: An Invitation to the Skeptical
By Tim Keller

We live in an age of skepticism. Our society places such faith in empirical reason, 
historical progress, and heartfelt emotion that it’s easy to wonder: Why should anyone 
believe in Christianity? What role can faith and religion play in our modern lives?

In this thoughtful and inspiring new book, pastor and New York Times bestselling 
author Timothy Keller invites skeptics to consider that Christianity is more relevant now 
than ever. As human beings, we cannot live without meaning, satisfaction, freedom, 
identity, justice, and hope. Christianity provides us with unsurpassed resources to meet 
these needs. Written for both the ardent believer and the skeptic, Making Sense of God 
shines a light on the profound value and importance of Christianity in our lives.

“Instruct those who are rich 
in this present world not to be 
conceited or to fix their hope on 
the uncertainty of riches, but 
on God, who richly supplies us 
with all things to enjoy. Instruct 
them to do good, to be rich in 
good works, to be generous 
and ready to share, storing up 
for themselves the treasure of a 
good foundation for the future, 
so that they may take hold of 
that which is life indeed.” 

(1 Timothy 6:17-19 – NASB)

Our team, pictured along with the Nepali 
pastors and leaders we had the privilege of 
training. Photo by Paul Madson.



I’m excited this month, as always, to introduce our newest staff couple, 
Scot and Robin Ullrich. Scot and Robin, both from Houston, first met 
in high school through the ministry of Camp Peniel. Scot went on to 
Texas A & M to study Agriculture Economics and Robin attended Bay-
lor University and received a nursing degree. They met up again after 
college at church and were married two years later.  

Within a year, they were seeking how the Lord could use them in 
ministry. Scot began taking classes at Houston Bible Institute, now 
the College of Biblical Studies; from there he applied and was accept-
ed to Dallas Theological Seminary. They arrived in January of 1993 
one month after their first daughter, Lauren, was born. Their second 
daughter, Erin, arrived 18 months later. Scot finished his ThM, and one 
month later their third daughter, Catherine, was born. They then moved 
back to Houston for Scot to begin a pastoral internship at their home 
church. 

Introducing Scot and Robin Ullrich

Scot and Robin were accepted as field missionaries to Bulgaria with SEND International and left for the field in June 
of 2000 after their son, Austin, was born. Scot’s primary role was to work at the Bulgarian Evangelical Theological 
Institute or BETI. Within a year he served as the Assistant Dean, while teaching classes in the residential and the 
extension programs. During this time Scot and Robin helped start a school for missionary children, the Sofia Christian 
Academy. They were also instrumental in helping start Awanas in the country and worked weekly as leaders for 14 
years. During their time in Bulgaria their children attended an international Christian school where Robin taught for 
14 years.  

Through the Awanas ministry Scot met a Korean pastor who was working with the Turkish Roma. He had started 
several churches among this unreached people group, and invited Scot to help teach and train these church leaders in 
their villages. They began going to the villages about once a month to do training for these 26 leaders and their wives. 
Other doors have opened to help other Roma pastors through a student of Scot’s from the Bible College who is now 
working at the Bible League.  

Scot and Robin returned to Houston in July 2016 for their son to finish high school. At that time they were led to work 
with Global Training Network. They are excited to be able to continue with the leaders that Scot has been working 
with in Bulgaria, as well as to develop new relationships in other countries.

One pastor takes notes during a session in 
Ilam, Nepal. Photo by Paul Madson.



Update from Paul Madson

Paul R. Madson, 
President/Founder 
2 Timothy 2:2

Global Initiative Project: This project will grow and expand GTN’s vital ministry efforts to over 15 nations where we 
have standing invitations for training. While opportunities for training have always been abundant, the staff and resources 
have not been available to meet these additional needs. 

GOAL: To raise $500,000 between now and December 31, 2016 to see new people groups, communities and nations 
impacted with the life-giving training of GTN.

Project Equip Nepali Pastors (PENP): Operation World highlights Leadership Training as the most urgent need in the 
Nepali Church. GTN has been invited to provide our 3-year training curriculum to the 90% of all Nepali village pastors 
scattered throughout 70 provinces. This process will take 6-7 years to complete. The total cost to see 90% of Nepal’s 
pastors reached with sound theological and biblical training is $2.75 million.

GOAL: To raise $350,000 between now and December 31, 2016 in order to launch the PENP project with strength in 
multiple locations throughout Nepal.

Pastoral Bible Project: It is our desire to provide the English-speaking pastors we train with a copy of the ESV Study 
Bible, which would be an invaluable resource for their sermon preparation and a worthy tool to strengthen the biblical 
foundation of their ministry.

GOAL: To raise $200,000 between now and December 31, 2016 in order to completely fund this project for 2017.

Thank you! 

For God’s Glory and the Advancement of His Kingdom Globally,

Quotable Quotes
“There is a way to study and teach the Bible that keeps people perpetually 
dependent on the teacher. And there is a way to study and teach the Bible that 
turns people into self-replenishing teachers who can find the meaning in the Bible 
without foreign dependence. Too much missionary teaching has kept students 
dependent. Not enough has turned them into self-replenishing teachers.” 

– John Piper
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As we approach Christmas, I wanted to take a moment to express my deep appreciation and 
thanks for your partnership in the gospel through the ministry of GTN. This past year has 
been unsurpassed in both breadth and depth in our training of pastors and leaders globally. 
We are seeking to do even more in 2017. Without partners like yourself to help resource this 
vision, we would not be able to accomplish all that we have since our inception in 2004. 

With the end of 2016 coming in only a few weeks, would you pray with us for God’s 
provision for these needs? And if the Lord would lead you, would you consider giving a 
special gift to help us with one of our three key projects for 2017? 

Merry 
Christmas!


