
Northeast India is home to a fascinating practice called “tree shaping.” 
As the picture above shows, bridges have been fashioned from the actual roots 
of trees. These “living root bridges” are created when aerial roots of rubber 
trees are placed across a river until the roots attach themselves to the opposite 
side. The process can take many years, but once the bridges are in place, they 
naturally self-renew and self-strengthen as their roots thicken. 

In the very same region of India, there is a little-known but equally 
fascinating story of one missionary family’s “spiritual living bridge.” The 
fruit of their spiritual labor can be seen in the high Christian population today 
in the state of Nagaland (87.9%, according to the Joshua Project). This is 
astounding, considering that a nearby state to the west, Bihar, has only a 0.1% 
Christian presence and is known as the “graveyard of missionaries.” 

The first strands of this spiritual bridge-building began in the early 1900s, 
when a missionary family traveled from Scotland to the northeastern state 
of Nagaland and began to spread their roots there. As time went on, they 
completely assimilated into Indian culture, raising their family and eventually 
seeing their children and grandchildren marry Indian nationals. 

Four generations of this family eventually made a powerful impact for Christ in 
a nation of very few Christians. Spiritual bridges were built, as these same roots 
were strengthened and re-fortified through faithful service to Christ. Living 
bridges of hope-filled conversations, Scripture translated and the gospel shared 
over and over again. 
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From the labor and ministry of one family, an entire state has now been transformed 
from one family’s living bridge to the Gospel.

GTN Vice President Joel Madson heard this story for the first time during the course of 
a GTN training trip in the state of Meghalaya, situated between Nagaland and Bihar. 

Joel writes, “I was so amazed that the fact of impacting a nation is possible. I was 
hearing of exactly that. One faithful missionary takes the gospel to a nation, and now 
it’s growing and maturing!”

In the larger northeastern region of India, there are 1900 unreached people groups, 
mostly located in the many tribal villages. “This is a key area where work is needed to 
reach these groups and establish churches. I received invitations to many of these areas 
to train and equip leaders in areas near these unreached groups,” wrote Joel. 

Recommended Book

Happiness By Randy Alcorn

Christians are supposed to be happy. In fact, we are supposed to radiate joy, peace, and 
contentment that is so unmistakable and so attractive that others are naturally drawn 
to us because they want what we have. And yet, in today’s culture, the vast majority of 
Christians are perceived as angry, judgmental people who don’t seem to derive any joy 
from life whatsoever. 

So why aren’t we happy? Unfortunately, many Christians are taught early on that 
God doesn’t want us to be happy (he only wants us to be holy). But in fact (as Alcorn 
demonstrates), holiness and happiness go together. Many Christians are laboring under 
the false notion that God himself is not happy. But nothing could be further from the 
truth! God does want us to be happy. The Bible is filled with verses that prove that ours 
is a happy, joy-filled God who not only loves celebrations but also desperately wants his 
children to be happy. Why else would He go to the lengths He did to ensure our eternal 
happiness in His presence? We know that we will experience unimaginable joy and 
happiness in Heaven, but that doesn’t mean we can’t also experience joy and happiness 
here on earth. In Happiness, noted theologian Randy Alcorn dispels many common 
misconceptions about happiness and provides indisputable proof from Scripture that God 
not only wants us to be happy, He commands it. The most definitive study on the subject 
of happiness to date, this book is a paradigm shifting wake up call for the church and 
Christians everywhere. It is well worth taking the time to read!

“This is a key area 
where work is 
needed to reach 
these groups 
and establish 
churches.”

- GTN Vice President 
Joel Madson
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“I was reminded of my first trip with GTN, which was to the state of Tripura (near Nagaland). While there, I learned 
from my brother Paul that it was key in the call to start GTN. A people group in that state called the Borok were adopted 
by Paul’s church in Arizona during the 1990’s. After many trips with Campus Crusade’s JESUS Film Project, they saw a 
great spiritual harvest as the gospel spread. 

“With so many new believers, there was a great need for training pastors to lead the newly established churches. I asked 
several of my Indian friends, and found out that the gospel has been established in this state. I checked Joshua Project, and 
Tripura is now 4.7% Christian (small, but still much larger than the 0.1% of Bihar).

“It occurred to me that the work of their church made a significant impact. Now there is an established Borok church with 
a gospel witness flowing from it. The Borok people are no longer an unreached group. Powerful! A modern day expan-
sion of the gospel. They have made a difference! Souls saved, churches planted and a gospel witness established. Praise 
the Lord!

“The work of GTN is providing the training needed to make a dent in the 6,600 people groups who are still un-
reached. That is why I go. It’s why I’m with GTN. The task is not done! There is still work to do to bring the gospel 
to the world and establish churches that reproduce and flourish for God’s glory!”

Special Project I am currently in Ilam, Nepal, with a team of 
fellow GTN staff to kick off our Project Equip 
Nepali Pastors (PENP). Our time with this group 
of pastors and leaders has been excellent. This 
group is extremely engaged, and we are hearing 
from them how much GTN’s training is needed 
throughout Nepal. 

Please continue to pray for these hardworking 
village pastors, who shepherd their flocks with 
such care here in the foothills of the Himalayas. 

We already have groups of indigenous pastors in 
four other provinces that are waiting and ready 
to receive GTN’s training, beginning in 2017. 
A strategic plan is already being laid out by our 
Nepali partners to expand GTN’s training to 40 
of the 75 provinces in the years to come. 

Spiritual Root Bridges continued...

Pray as well for all the 
resources to be raised so that 
the PENP would flourish 
and effectively meet all the 
needs for training. Thank 
you!



Update from Paul Madson

Paul R. Madson, 
President/Founder 
2 Timothy 2:2

The story of the gospel spreading throughout northeast India is both humbling 
and encouraging. It is proof that God uses ordinary clay jars (2 Cor. 4:7) to 
show that “the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us.” His kingdom 
is expanding all over our world in surprising and unexpected ways. What a 
privilege that we get to play a small part. 

God continues, by His grace, to expand both the reach and influence of GTN 
globally. I’ll be introducing three new staff couples in the coming months who 
will help us bring training to even more pastors and leaders globally. 

Lisa and I regularly praise God for ministry partners like you, who have the 
shared vision to see Christ’s church strengthened and expanded in Majority 
World nations. We pray you enjoy a blessed and peaceful Thanksgiving 
celebration with your loved ones!

Spreading the fame of God’s name to all nations,

Quotable Quotes
“You get to decide whether you’re going to spend your one life trying to 
make an impression and look good —or make a difference and do good.”

- Ann Voskamp
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