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By God’s Grace and For His Glory
The Story of Global Training Network
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“Today my youth group, tomorrow the world!” 

The humorous cartoon was taped to the front 
cover of a young youth minister’s devotional 
notebook. Little did anyone know then how 
this simple statement would be fulfilled by 
God in the next four decades of ministry. 

In the summer of 1979, God began weaving 
together the beginnings of Global Training 
Network. A lanky, introverted teenager named 
Paul Madson was gripped by God and His 
Word. 

While preparing to enter his sophomore year 
in Bible College, he became the new part-time 
youth pastor at his church. Prompted often by 
the world map on his bedroom wall, he regu-
larly prayed and dreamed of what God might 
do.

Time passed, and God brought about incred-
ible blessings which included the opportunity 
to plant a church and see it grow and multiply 
in health and outreach. 

By Carrisa Kienzle

God’s sense 
of humor: 
40 years ago, 
this cartoon  
adorned the 
cover of Paul’s 
devotional 
notebook that 
he used each 
morning while 
serving as a 
youth pastor. 

That 70’s Photo: 
Paul sits at his 
desk in 1979, 
using a typewriter 
to prepare hand-
outs for upcom-
ing youth ministry 
events. 
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Two key biblical principles became woven into the 
fabric of the congregation and their worldview: 

You have never looked into the eyes of another hu-
man being who isn’t valuable to God (all humans have 
dignity and value because they are made in the image 
of God – Psalm 8).

You have been blessed to be a blessing (God’s bless-
ings are meant to go through us and not simply to us 
– Genesis 12:1-3).

By the mid-1990’s, the church that Paul had planted 
(and where he served as senior pastor) committed to 
adopting an unreached people group (an outgrowth of 
“You’ve been blessed to be a blessing to all peoples 
on earth”). 

Out of this global perspective, grew a partnership with 
the JESUS Film Project in northeast India. 

Again, God blessed in powerful ways and many peo-
ple came to know Christ in a previously unreached 
area of the world (with 14,000 people coming to know 
Christ in a period of five years).

Soon, Paul began hearing reports of the critical need 
for trained pastors to give godly, biblical leadership to 
the new churches. 

The magazine cover from Moody Monthly that 
inspired a deeper love of Scripture.

Paul and Lisa pictured with some of the first pastors and leaders they trained in 2004.

“Do you know why I often ask Chris-
tians, ‘What’s the biggest thing you’ve 

asked God for this week?’ 
I remind them that they are going to 

God, the Father, the Maker of the Uni-
verse. The One who holds the world in 

His hands. 
What did you ask for? 

Did you ask for peanuts, toys, trinkets, 
or did you ask for continents?”  

- Dawson Trotman, 
founder of The Navigators



With so many coming to Christ at a rapid pace, new 
churches were forming without mature leaders to 
feed, guide, and protect the flock. 

During one of several trips to help address this need, 
Paul found himself (along with his wife, Lisa) on the 
roof of a leader’s home in India. 

Weeping and burdened for the pastors he had met 
over the last few years, God impressed upon him 
a call to give the second half of his life on behalf of 
pastors and leaders in some of the neediest places in 
the world.

Paul and Lisa with two CRU staff members in 
the early days of GTN.

The plaque that Paul’s Grandpa gave him 
when he entered ministry still sits on his 

desk today.

What began as two staff members (Paul and Lisa) has grown to over 
130 staff members working in 78 nations. 

The rooftop in India where Paul and Lisa were 
impressed by God’s call to begin GTN. 
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With all the education, resources, and experience he had been blessed with, God showed him the 
massive need for pastoral training and the opportunity to “be a blessing.”  

And so, in the summer of 2004, the ministry of Global Training Network was formed. What began as 
two staff members (Paul and Lisa) has grown to over 130 staff members working in 78 nations. 

GTN has been used over the last 15 years to train close to 300,000 indigenous pastors and leaders 
throughout the Majority World. And because of the generosity of GTN’s partners, it has grown to an 
annual income of almost $6 million a year. 

God, by His providential grace, has brought together an amazing story that has been a privilege to 
watch unfold. 

Soli deo Gloria

“After this I looked, and there before me was 
a great multitude that no one could count, 

from every nation, tribe, people and language, 
standing before the throne and before the Lamb. 

They were wearing white robes and 
were holding palm branches in their hands. 

And they cried out in a loud voice:
“Salvation belongs to our God,

who sits on the throne,
and to the Lamb.”

Revelation 7:9-10
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