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The “Great Need of the Hour”

“True Christianity has grown by more than 300 million believers in the past ten years. About 
10 million of these new Christians are from North America and Europe, and the rest – 290 

million – are from developing countries like Nigeria, Argentina, India and China.” 

(Source: http://www.thetravelingteam.org/articles/growth-of-the-church)

The above quote reminds us that God is at work around the 
world! We may not see much fruit in the West, but throughout 
the Majority World (Asia, Africa and Latin America) people are 
coming to Christ by the millions. 

With the rapid increase in evangelism throughout the Majority 
World, global mission experts are saying that the greatest need 
in these places is training for young pastors and church leaders. 

In fact, Lisa and I just experienced this on our recent visit to the 
nation of Ethiopia. Pastor Girma Deselegne, an Ethiopian pastor 
and church leader, put it this way:

“Paul, the church in Ethiopia needs training for all of these new 
pastors and church leaders. So much of the church here runs 
on ‘emotion’ and is not rooted in God’s Word. What GTN has 
done (and is doing) is the great need of the hour.” 

I had the privilege of training alongside by brother-in-law, 
Pastor Nate Shinn, on this trip to Ethiopia (he and I are 
pictured above wearing the colorful scarves). 



Over the past 10 years, GTN Vice President Joel 
Madson and Pastor Girma have facilitated a 2-year 
training program for Ethiopian pastors and leaders. 

In the last decade, over 1,500 pastors and leaders 
have graduated from the training program. 

Additionally, GTN has raised up 18 Ethiopian “master 
trainers” who are carrying out much of the weekly 
training with students throughout the rest of the year. 

Spiritual multiplication is happening throughout this 
amazing country. 

Just this past month in Ethiopia, our GTN team (led 
by Joel Madson and Pastor Girma) was involved in 
training over 500 pastors and leaders in seven cit-
ies over the course of three-plus weeks. We also 
held five new graduations in five different cities with 
another 236 graduates having completed the training 
program. 

And Ethiopia is only one of the 77 countries where 
GTN is involved in training pastors and leaders. 

You have played (and continue to play) a signif-
icant role in this global expansion through your 
partnership of prayer and financial support! 

Thank you… and to God be the glory! 

Of the 300 million new believers 
that have come to Christ in the past 
10 years, about 3% are from North 
America and Europe. 97% are from 

Asia, Africa and Latin America.

“And what you have heard from me in the pres-
ence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men, 

who will be able to teach others also.” 
(2 Timothy 2:2 ESV)



“Life is too short, too precious, too painful to waste on worldly bub-
bles that burst. Heaven is too great, hell is too horrible, eternity is too 
long that we should putter around on the porch of eternity.” 

- John Piper

“Runners in a distance race… always try to keep something in 
reserve for a final sprint. And my contention is that, so far as our 
bodily health allows, we should aim to be found running the last lap 
of the race of our Christian life, as we would say, flat out. The final 
sprint, so I urge, should be a sprint indeed.” 

- J.I. Packer (92 years old)

Quotable Quotes

Nate and Paula are currently pastoring H2O Church in 
Huntington Beach, CA. H2O meets in downtown Hun-
tington Beach where their vision is to “fill His house” 
(Luke 14:23), with a mission to “Give ‘em Heaven” (Acts 
5:42) locally and globally through a lifestyle of being the 
body of Christ.

Nate grew up in South Carolina and moved to Southern 
California in 2013 to pursue surfing professionally. Since 
then, he has traveled around the world and competed 
as a professional surfer on the World Surf League, using 
the platform of the sport to share the gospel in the surf 
community.

In addition to pastoring, Nate has a passion to make 
disciples through teaching the Word of God around the 
world. He has partnered with his father and fellow GTN 
missionary, Doug Dorman, on multiple trainings interna-
tionally. Nate has a Master of Arts in Theological Studies 
from Liberty University and plans to graduate with a 
Master of Divinity in December 2019.

Paula grew up in Southern California and speaks both Portuguese and Spanish. She played tennis at the Uni-
versity of California, San Diego, graduating with a major in environmental engineering and is currently working 
as a Mechanical Designer in Irvine, CA. They are getting married in July 2019.

Introducing Nate Dorman and Paula Chou

Nate and Paula are pictured above on the day of their 
engagement. They are getting married in July of 2019. 
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The photo above is from our All-Staff Leadership Gathering held in Scottsdale, Arizona this past February. 
It was another high point as a ministry, with over 100 of our staff gathered to discuss ministry strategy and 
personal spiritual health. 

As we celebrate our 15th anniversary this year as a ministry, we are grateful for what God has done so far but 
are looking forward with even greater anticipation to what He will do in the months and years ahead. 

Your partnership is vital and deeply appreciated! 

Thank you!

P.S. Don’t forget to mark your calendar for our 15th Anniversary Gala on Saturday evening, 
November 16th at the Hyatt Regency in Downtown Phoenix!


