
The need is great and the need is global.

I want you to imagine that all 7.6 billion people on earth could be represented 
by a single “global village” of just 100 people. 

If we picture this, then we can more easily comprehend the different proportions 
we find across the world in terms of race, ethnicity and gender.

60 would be Asian
14 would be African
12 would be European
8 would be Latin American
5 would be American or Canadian
1 would be a Pacific Islander

(Source: Richard Stearns – The Hole in our Gospel)

The United States and Canada make up less than 5% of the world’s population. 

I remember hearing my missions professor in college pose the following ques-
tion to us: “If you saw 10 people trying to carry a huge log and wanted to help 
them, and nine of the people were on one end and one on the other, which end 
would you go to?” (continued)

A Global Village
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13 years ago, God used this thought to call me out of 25 years of local church 
pastoral ministry to serve those pastors and Christian leaders all across the 
Majority World who don’t have access to the training and resources that we so 
often take for granted here in America. 

GTN is privileged to be serving some of the neediest pastors around the 
world… bringing quality biblical and theological training to their nations, cities, 
towns and villages. And your partnership makes this possible. Thank you! 

I agree with John Stott when he wrote, “I pray that these words, ‘all the peoples 
on earth,’ (Genesis 12:1-4) may be written on our hearts. It is this expression 
more than any other which reveals the living God of the Bible to be a mission-
ary God. 

“It is this expression too which condemns all our petty parochialism and narrow 
nationalism, our racial pride (whether white or black), our condescending pa-
ternalism and arrogant imperialism. How dare we adopt a hostile or scornful or 
even indifferent attitude to any person of another color or culture if our God is 
the God of ‘all the peoples on earth?’

“We need to become global Christians with a global vision, for we have a glob-
al God.”

“This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all men 
to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.” (1 Timothy 2:3-4)

Recommended Book

New Morning Mercies: A Daily Gospel Devotional
By Paul David Tripp

From the book description: “Mornings can be tough. Sometimes, a hearty breakfast and 
strong cup of coffee just aren’t enough. Offering more than a rush of caffeine, best-selling 
author Paul David Tripp wants to energize you with the most potent encouragement 
imaginable: the gospel.”

“Forget “behavior modification” or feel-good aphorisms. Tripp knows that what we really 
need is an encounter with the living God. Then we’ll be prepared to trust in God’s goodness, 
rely on his grace, and live for his glory each and every day.”

New Morning Mercies is one of the best devotionals I (Paul Madson) have used in my 40+ 
years of following Christ. I highly recommend it! 

“We need to 
become global 
Christians with a 
global vision, for 
we have a global 
God.” 

- John Stott
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Introducing Larry and Patti Finch
I am excited, as always, to introduce our latest staff members, Larry and Patti 
Finch. Although Larry and Patti Finch both grew up in Michigan and grad-
uated from colleges in that state, it wasn’t until they were both on staff with 
Campus Crusade for Christ in Southern California that they met each other. 
Their marriage began with a ministry mindset and their hearts with a passion 
to see people come to know Jesus.

Early in their marriage, they moved to Dallas so that Larry could receive 
further training at Dallas Theological Seminary (Th.M) and later at Denver 
Seminary (D.Min). Over their 45+ years of church ministry, they have had the 
privilege of serving churches of all sizes. Along with the passage of time came 
four children – two boys and then two girls. 

After 60 years of life filled with opportunities, God led them afresh into the 
ministry of interim pastoring, helping churches whose pastor had left, helping 
them prepare for the new future and the new pastor that God had in store. Each 
of the Interim Pastorates lasted one to two years and each had its unique chal-
lenges, along with a great deal of fulfillment.

Having completed the last of the four interim ministries in 2015, Larry and Patti began to pray about God’s next call upon 
their lives. Larry writes, “I knew I was called to ministry and still had a great deal of energy and passion to do ministry 
– but what and where? It was then that there was the stirring in my heart to do what I had wanted to do over the years 
but never had the opportunity. Although I had traveled extensively and had seen the need in other countries, I now saw a 
vision for how I could reach out and meet that need.”

Join us in welcoming Larry and Patti to the GTN family!
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Update from Paul Madson

Paul R. Madson, 
President/Founder 

Light to illuminate a dark path. Gold of the finest purity. A mirror reflecting 
the internal self. These are only a few of the metaphors that the Bible uses to 
describe itself (Psalm 119:105, Psalm 19:10, James 1:22-25). 

Our human gaze is drawn to these things of beauty and practical use – light, 
gold, mirrors. So too, God has designed Scripture with practical usefulness for 
our daily growth as believers, and arranged in a beautiful way - communicated 
with clarity, unity and a variety of literary genres. He has designed it to be 
something we look at and utilize as often as we look in the mirror or use a light. 

When life brings painful, dark seasons, God’s Word is there to remind us of His 
promises and feed our faith. Martin Niemoller was a courageous German pastor 
who stood up to the Nazi regime in the 1940s, which resulted in his confinement 
to a concentration camp. He reflected on Scripture’s importance during this time 
of suffering when he wrote the words printed at left.

Scripture is so vitally important to our spiritual growth, our intimacy with 
Christ and the health of the Church worldwide. These things cannot happen, 
however, without a proper understanding of how to interpret and approach the 
Word of God. 

One of the foremost goals of GTN’s training is to impart a love for Scripture to 
the pastors and leaders we serve. Of equal importance, we provide the tools for 
proper hermeneutics (interpretation of Scripture) so that each pastor can fully 
understand its meaning. It is a joy to partner with you in this ministry to see 
leaders better equipped to fully lead and feed their flocks!

Spreading the fame of God’s name to all nations,

Quotable Quotes
“Tolerance isn’t about not having beliefs. It’s about how your beliefs 
lead you to treat people who disagree with you.”

“If your god never disagrees with you, you might just be worshiping 
an idealized version of yourself.”

- Dr. Timothy Keller
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“What did this book mean 
to me during the long and 
weary years of solitary 
confinement and then 
for the last four years at 
Dachau? The Word of God 
was simply everything to 
me – comfort and strength, 
guidance and hope, master 
of my days and companion 
of my nights, the bread 
which kept me from 
starvation and the water 
of life that refreshed my 
soul.”

- Martin Niemoller


